REPLY SLIP

If you are interested in becoming a Foster Carer
with Foster Care Link please complete the
sections below, cut out this section of the
leaflet, and post or fax to our offices.

We will then send you an application pack with
further details and an application form.
Alternatively, you can obtain this from our
website at:

www.muslimfostercare.com

FIRST
NAME

SURNAME

ADDRESS

TEL NO

FAX NO

EMAIL

PLEASE SEND TO:

FOSTER CARE LINK

Specialsls in Muskrnc-asian, Bk and Enicshincalry Plocemeanls

159B STOKE NEWINGTON HIGH STREET
STOKE NEWINGTON

LONDON N16 ONY

OR FAX: 020 7923 1754

ALTERNATIVELY, EMAIL THE INFORMATION
TO US: admin@muslimfostercare.com

OR CALL US ON 020 7923 0330

(WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU COULD SHARE
THE MESSAGE IN THIS LEAFLET WITH OTHERS —
PLEASE TELL OTHER OF OUR SERVICES; IF YOU
CAN, PLEASE PHOTOCOPY THIS LEAFLET AND PASS
IT ON TO OTHERS, OR SIMPLY GIVE THEM THIS
COPY AFTER YOU HAVE FINISHED WITH IT—
HELPING AS MANY PEOPLE AS PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE
TO BECOME INVOLVED IN CARING FOR OUR
MUSLIM CHILDREN)

FOSTER CARE LINK

Specialists in Musirm-Asion, Bock and Efmmiczhananily Plocemens

159B STOKE NEWINGTON HIGH STREET
STOKE NEWINGTON
LONDON N16 ONY
TELEPHONE: 020 7923 0330
FACSIMILE: 020 7923 1754

EMAIL: admin@fostercarelink.com
WEBSITE: www.fostercarelink.com

LE1

FOSTER

CARE
IN ISLAM

A BRIEF GUIDE TO ISLAMIC
PERSPECTIVES ON FOSTER CARE

FOSTER CARE LINK

Specialists in Muslim,-Ashan, Black and Efhnic=Minarity Plosements

INCORPORATING THE
ASSOCIATION OF

ISLAMIC FOSTER CARE

BECOME A MUSLIM FOSTER
CARER AND RECEIVE UPTO £300
PER WEEK IN ALLOWANCES




INTRODUCTION

In recent years there has been some controversy
on the issue of fostering and adoption. Confusion
has prevailed as to the exact do’s and do not’s for
Muslims that wish to foster.

A brief study of the subject may enlighten us as to
the true nature of this matter. This leaflet by the
Association of Muslim Fostering and Foster Care
Link (which specialises in finding homes for Muslim
children) is designed to give the community a
better understanding of the issue so that more
people may get involved in this noble
responsibility.

HISTORIC SETTING

As can be seen, foster care is well established in
Islam as a means of providing care to children.
Fostering allows a child to benefit from the care of
a good home, while at the same time not losing
his/her rights from birth parents.

THE PROPHET’'S ADVICE
(Peace Be Upon Him)

‘The most famous orphan in Islamic culture is,
without doubt, the Prophet Muhammad, peace be
upon him. His father died before he was born and
by the time he was eight he had lost both his
mother and the grandfather who named him. He
was subsequently raised by his uncle Abu Talib
who continued to be his protector until his owvn
death, when Muhammad was an adult of almost
fifty years of age.

When Muhammad's wife Khadijah gave to him a
slave named Zaid, Muhammad freed the boy and
raised him as if he were his own son. The
importance of taking homeless children to care for
them is well-established in Islam.

The Islam form of "adoption" is called kafala,
which literally means sponsorship, but comes from
the root word meaning "to feed." It is best
translated as "foster parenting."

Source:

The Islamic View Of Adoption And Caring For

Homeless Children by Imad-ad-Dean Ahmad, Ph.D.

‘In the light of this historical fact, Muslims are no
strangers to the concept of adoption and foster
care. In fact, they have before them lofty
examples of these practices right from the life of
the Holy Messenger himself.

Having been brought up as an orphan himself, it
placed the Holy Messenger in a position where he
was able naturally and instinctively to identify with
the plight of orphan children more than others. His
teachings are therefore replete with the teachings
and directives towards the orphan, of treating
them with utmost kindness and compassion. The
list of such teachings is lengthy and enumerating
them in this brief article would be inappropriate. It
is sufficient to quote but one saying of his: 'The
home wherein the orphan is ill-treated is the worst
home on earth.'

In the time of the Holy Messenger, there was
hardly a home which had not taken in and adopted
an orphan child. This was a normal practice in the
society of his companions. Muslims should by
virtue of the lofty examples and teachings of the
Holy Messenger, be in the very frontline in efforts
to secure the adoption and fostering of
‘abandoned' children. In fact they aught to be
setting the trend for the rest of society in this
matter. At the least, it is expected of them to co-
operate closely with groups and bodies that are
promoting these efforts.

Due to the high standards of morality and conduct
required of Muslims by their religious laws, Muslim
homes and famiies are ideally positioned to imbue
and impart these exhalted values to adopted
children - values that will be of life long
consequence to them. A word of caution to
prospective adoption families though; the
humanitarian and noble practice of adopting
children should never be motivated by material or
pecuniary interests or intensions at all. This will
destroy and demolish the very spirit of this
gracious deed, leaving it as a lifeless corpse.’
Source: Mufti Zubair Bayat, South Africa,
(www.direct.za.org)

Again, this renown scholar affirms the importance
of fostering in Islam as a noble act, and highlights
how Muslims can contribute to this cause.

FOSTER CARE LINK

Foster Care Link is a Muslim run and managed
organisation, which was set up directly to benefit
Muslim children that need care. These children find
it most difficult to find appropriate homes, and
often end up in the care of non-Muslim
households, as there is no alternative at times.

We need more foster carers to come forward so
this situation can be rectified. Allowances of upto
£300 per week are paid to foster families who can
provide a caring home.

If you are interested in becoming a foster carer
please return the reply slip for an application pack.

For further information on fostering you should
also read our leaflet ‘What is Foster Care?’ (Leaflet
LE2), and ‘Types of Foster Care Explained’ (Leaflet
LE3) or visit our website at:
www.muslimfostercare.com



